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719 Point Road
Bedford PA 15522

(ph) 814-623-0780
(f) 814-623-0880

jean@pagesbydesign.net

www.pagesbydesign.net
November 3, 2004
Attn: Wayne Blue, Amy 

Re: Website Design Course

Six week course, Wednesday evenings, from 6pm to 9pm.

To start in February 2005.

Course Description:
Website Design

This six-week course will familiarize students with the basic skills necessary to plan, design, build, and publish a website using editing software like Microsoft FrontPage or Macromedia Dreamweaver. Students will create or redesign their own site. The course is structured to allow for learning tailored to the specific needs of the students. The course will cover choosing software and web services, planning and design of sites, understanding HTML syntax, optimizing graphics for web, and search engine optimization strategies. Students will also learn how to incorporate style sheets and server side includes, and will be able to publish their sites to the web. 

About the Instructor
Jean Lewis is the owner of Pages by Design, Inc. in Bedford, PA. Her graphic design experience dates back to the early 70s when she began working as a color separation artist. Embracing web design after many successful years as a designer for print marketing materials and publications, Jean has designed and developed many custom sites for businesses and organizations. Using a practical approach to web design, Jean's focus is to create high-end sites that are attractive, functional and reflect the image of the client.  To see a portfolio of Jean's design work, please refer to www.pagesbydesign.net.

Course Outline:
Week One

Introduction


Choosing web authoring software


Choosing web support services

Planning Your Website


Evaluate purpose, audience, and competition


Consider browser compatibility


Document topic and content


Design site architecture and navigation model


Sketch out page layout

Search Engine Optimization - Part One


About search engines


Using content for best SEO

Week Two
Design and Function


Evaluate sites that do and don't work

Creating Web Pages (students can work on their own sites)


Naming files and pages


Methods of adding text


Formatting text


Using tables and cells to control page layout


Using web appropriate color 


Adding hyperlinks



Customization of hyperlinks

Introduction to HTML


Understanding the syntax

Week Three

Working with graphics  (students can continue work on their own sites)


Software choices


Size and resolution of images


Inserting images


Wrapping text around images


Create links to enlarged views 


Link a graphic to a sound

Week Four

Incorporating Style Sheets (CSS)  (students can continue work on their own sites)


Purpose and advantages of using CSS


Create and attach a style sheet


Applying styles to pages and text


Overriding the style sheet


Customizing the style sheet

Incorporating server side include files


Purpose and advantages of use


Create and insert include file(s)


Editing an include file

Week Five

Search Engine Optimization - Part Two


Using tags for best SEO


Link popularity and SEO


Comparison of free and paid submissions

Publishing the website


Comparison of methods


Techniques

Week Six

Troubleshooting and Custom Solutions


How to test pages


Troubleshooting techniques


Incorporating forms


Scripts to hide email addresses from spiders


Solutions to students specific needs

Evaluation of Results


Critiquing students' sites
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